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Artists Crossing the Lines in Cleveland Museum of Art Symposium 

With David Ross and Contemporary Artists Gregory Crewdson, 

Nikki S. Lee and Benjamin Edwards 

CLEVELAND (Eeb. 28, 2003) — The Cleveland Museum of Art’s (CMA) affiliate group, The 
Contemporary Art Society will host the symposium, Medium in Not the Message: Art in a Post- Media 
Era on Saturday, April 12 from 1 to 4 p.m. in Gartner Auditorium. 

Tickets are available for $25, $15 for CMA and Contemporary art Society members and free to 
CMA staff, students and faculty with identification by calling (216) 421-7050 or 1-888-CMA-0033 or 


buying online at tVww.ClevelandArt.org 


In a society inundated by media and technology, contemporary artists may view their works as 
limited by traditional notions of what media — painting or photography, for example — means. “New 
media is a reflection of how we live,” says Diane Stupay, symposium chairperson. “Contemporary art 
reflects the themes and imagery in modern society. Therefore, it is appropriate that artists combine media 
to convey their messages.” 

According to Jeffrey Grove, Ph.D., CMA’s associate curator of contemporary art, “Artists today 
rarely consider themselves simply painters or photographers or sculptors. Artistic production is 
increasingly hybrid, with material issues often less important than the conceptual framework. The 
question then becomes, ‘how do institutions, which often rely on traditional categories, keep pace with 
this trend?’” 

The symposium begins with an overview by moderator, David Ross, executive director of the 
Beacon Cultural Project, a new multi-disciplinary arts center in New York. Formerly the director of the 
San Francisco Museum of Modem Art and The Whitney Museum of American Art, Ross is one of the 
world’s experts on contemporary art and an influential champion of new media. 

The symposium continues with the trend-setting perspectives of three contemporary artists. The 
photographs of South Korean-bom artist Nikki S. Lee document her infiltration into disparate groups and 
subcultures. Adopting different identities, she has lived as a yuppie, a punk rocker, a New York City 
tourist and a California skateboarder. Her artwork comprises “banal snapshots” of Lee and her 
companions taken by bystanders and passers-by, thereby questioning both issues of originality and 
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identity. An exhibition of her work, Assumed Identities: Nikki S. Lee Photographs, opens at the CMA 
on Nov. 22, 2003. 

Gregory Crewdson’s enigmatic work spans the normal and the paranormal, blurring the lines 
between documentary and fiction, photography and film. Crewdson produces domestic, often surreal 
images that ponder the relationship between the artificial and the natural. His photography often requires 
a production schedule, construction teams and work crews of a size typically associated with Hollywood 
films. The Yale University professor, who lives and works in New York City, is currently at work on his 
first film. 

Benjamin Edwards uses computer software to compact prosaic landmarks of the urban and 
suburban life, like strip malls, gas stations and fast food restaurants into elegantly composed architectural 
statements of monumental scale. Edwards collapses time and space by distilling digital images, reworking 
them with computer software, then ultimately creating templates for his hand-painted canvases. His work 
will appear in the museum’s Project 244 exhibition, MetaScape, opening March 16, 2003. 

“This symposium underscores our commitment to heightening the visibility and broadening 
access to trends in contemporary art,” says Contemporary Art Society President Robert Jackson. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its 
permanent collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The museum is 
a significant international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on 
the museum, its holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit 
www.ClevelandArt.org 
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